
Sports Travel Experience Designed Especially
for Kentucky Youth Soccer Association

Soccer in Italy
March 28 - April 5, 2020

ITINERARY OVERVIEW

DAY 1 DEPARTURE FROM LOUISVILLE
DAY 2 ARRIVE FLORENCE - MONTECATINI AREA (4 NIGHTS) &

PROFESSIONAL MATCH
DAY 3 TRAINING SESSION AT COVERCIANO, SIENA & FIRST

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLY
DAY 4 TRAINING SESSION AT COVERCIANO, FLORENCE & PIZZA

MAKING
DAY 5 TRAINING SESSION AT COVERCIANO, LUCCA & SECOND

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLY
DAY 6 TRAINING SESSION AT COVERCIANO - PARMA - VERONA AREA (3

NIGHTS) & PROFESSIONAL MATCH
DAY 7 VERONA & THIRD INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLY
DAY 8 DAY TRIP TO VENICE
DAY 9 DEPARTURE FROM VERONA AREA



ITINERARY
One of the traditional European soccer powers, Italy has won four World Cups. Italy's domestic league, Serie A, boasts
some of the best talent in the world. Juventus, AC Milan, Internazionale Milan and A.S. Roma are just a few of the clubs
that make Serie A competitive in European competition. The Italian way of soccer is known for its disciplined defending
and passionate support.

Educational Tour/Visit Cultural Experience Festival/Performance/Workshop Tour Services

Recreational Activity LEAP Enrichment Match/Training Session      

DAY 1      Saturday, 28 March 2020
Relax and enjoy our scheduled flight from Louisville to Florence
Our 24-hour Tour Director will meet us at the airport and remain with us until our final airport
departure.

DAY 2      Sunday, 29 March 2020
Our private coach and driver will transfer us to our hotel in the Montecatini area. En route we
will spend time in Florence.
SIGHTSEEING IN FLORENCE
Florence is so deeply connected to the Renaissance movement in art and literature that it is
often called the “Cradle of the Renaissance.” A walk through the peaceful piazzas reveals the
architecture and sculpture that have made this beautiful city one of the world’s greatest
artistic capitals.
Montecatini Terme is a picturesque town in Tuscany that has hosted visitors since its famous
spa baths were created in the 16th century. Situated near Florence and Lucca, the town is a
perfect base for exploring.
Our hotel in Montecatini Terme area will be our base for the next four night. While here, we
will breakfast and dinner will be included.
This evening we will enjoy dinner in the hotel restaurant.
ATTEND A PROFESSIONAL MATCH
We will attend a professional soccer match featuring teams from the top leagues. Seeing the
top talent in the world in person would itself be an unforgettable experience, but add the
passionate crowds signing, cheering and chanting and you will enter an atmosphere that can
only be understood through personal experience. (Excel Programs will secure tickets for the
group after time of booking and upon release of the official schedule. Due to scheduling your
final itinerary may need to adjusted to accommodate attending a match.)

DAY 3      Monday, 30 March 2020
This morning we will have breakfast at the hotel.
Today we will participate in training at Covrciano before spending time in Siena and returning
for our first international friendly.
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DAY 3      Monday, 30 March 2020
COVERCIANO
Today we will spend time at Coverciano. Located just outside of Florence, is the state-of-
theart training complex and headquarters for the Italian Football Federation. Established in
1958, Coverciano trains everyone from upcoming Italian coaches to youth and senior national
teams.

FOOTBALL MUSEUM & HALL OF FAME
We will visit the Museo del Calcio is part of the Centro Tecnico Federale di Coverciano
national football training grounds and showcases the past and present of the Italian National
Football Team. We will experience a stroll through the Italian National team victories including
4 world cups, as well as view memorabilia donated by world cup players to the museum. The
museum is also home to mementos and shirts of great champions who have contributed to
making soccer popular all around the world: from Di Stefano to Pelé and Maradona.
TRAINING SESSION
We will participate in a Training Session. The training session will be led by your own
coaching staff and is designed to prepare the team for upcoming friendly matches.
Siena is located in Tuscany, and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The town's tranquil, laid-
back lifestyle allows students to leisurely stroll the winding cobblestone streets, explore the
Renaissance cathedral, and relax in the beautiful town square, Piazza del Campo. Siena
retains a ward-centric culture from medieval times. Each ward (contrada) is represented by
an animal or mascot. Ward rivalries are most rampant during the traditional medieval horse
race (Palio) held on July 2 and August 16 in Piazza del Campo each year.
WALKING TOUR
Stroll through the narrow and winding streets of Siena to the Piazza del Campo, a vast and
lively square in the heart of the city.
This evening we will enjoy dinner in the hotel restaurant.
FRIENDLY MATCH
We will play a Friendly Match against a local club or academy team. The team will meet and
compete against athletes of similar ages and skill levels, and have the opportunity to make
friends for life. (The teams you will play will be selected after time of booking and will be
based on the specific skill level and requirements of your team. We have contacts at every
level and take great pride in finding the perfect fit for each friendly match.)

DAY 4      Tuesday, 31 March 2020
This morning we will have breakfast at the hotel.
Today we will participate in training at Covrciano before spending time in Florence which
includes a pizza making class this evening.
TRAINING SESSION
We will participate in a Training Session. The training session will be led by your own
coaching staff and is designed to prepare the team for upcoming friendly matches.
ACCADEMIA GALLERY
Visit the Accademia Gallery, where we will view Michelangelo’s statuary masterpiece, David,
and Botticelli’s Madonna and Child.
CHURCH OF SANTA CROCE
Stop for a brief visit to the Church of Santa Croce, featuring the impressive tombs of many of
Florence’s most influential figures, including Michelangelo, Machiavelli, Dante, and Galileo.
PIAZZA DELLA SIGNORIA
Spend time in the Piazza della Signoria, the political stage of Renaissance Florence and an
open-air museum of sculpture.
PIAZZA DEL DUOMO
Enjoy the Piazza del Duomo, where the cathedral, tower, and baptistery exhibit the traditions
of Florentine art from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance.” After a brief visit inside the
Duomo, we will have the opportunity to ascend the Bell Tower; climb the narrow steps to the
top of the Red Dome and visit the spectacular interior of the Baptistery.
PIZZA MAKING CLASS
Tonight we create our own pizza in our Cooking Class with a master pizzaiolo; a fun and
fulfilling way to get acquainted with Italian gastronomy and tradition. Follow step-by-step all
the stages from making the dough to selecting the right ingredients. Enjoy the pizza you have
cooked and take home the knowledge and joy of Italian cuisine.
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DAY 5      Wednesday, 01 April 2020
This morning we will have breakfast at the hotel.
Today we will participate in training at Covrciano before spending time in Lucca and returning
for our second international friendly.
TRAINING SESSION
We will participate in a Training Session. The training session will be led by your own
coaching staff and is designed to prepare the team for upcoming friendly matches.
Lucca's peaceful narrow lanes wind among medieval buildings, churches, tiny piazzas, and
Roman ruins, taking visitors on a true journey through the town's long history. Founded as a
Roman colony in 180 BC, the city center was shut off from traffic in the 17th century, making
it a pleasant place to wander and explore.
BIKE TOUR OF LUCCA
Enjoy a Tour of Lucca by Bike. Bike-friendly paths allow for a relaxing and scenic tour of
Lucca, including its medieval walls and the surrounding scenic landscape.
This evening we will enjoy dinner in the hotel restaurant.
FRIENDLY MATCH
We will play a Friendly Match against a local club or academy team. The team will meet and
compete against athletes of similar ages and skill levels, and have the opportunity to make
friends for life. (The teams you will play will be selected after time of booking and will be
based on the specific skill level and requirements of your team. We have contacts at every
level and take great pride in finding the perfect fit for each friendly match.)

DAY 6      Thursday, 02 April 2020
This morning we will have breakfast at the hotel.
Today we will participate in training at Covrciano before transferring to the Verona area. En
route we will visit Parma.
TRAINING SESSION
We will participate in a Training Session. The training session will be led by your own
coaching staff and is designed to prepare the team for upcoming friendly matches.
PARMA
The city of Parma is most commonly associated with the production of two beloved foods:
Parmesan cheese and Parma ham, otherwise known as prosciutto. Offering much more than
culinary delights; the city is filled with art treasures and medieval architecture to rival many of
Italy’s more prominent cities.
Verona is the typical Italian city full of beautiful squares, cobbled streets and historic
monuments such as Piazza delle Erbe, a beautiful square in the heart of the city, great for
people watching. Roman ruins, medieval vestiges, Venetian and Austrian traces can be seen
all across the city, as well as antique palaces, squares, bridges and wonderful churches.
Elegant cafés and ancient osterie (typical inns of the Veneto territory), craftsman shops and
high couture shops enliven city life all year long. The city's past centuries of history and its
past splendor are witnessed by its architectural and artistic masterpieces; its culture and art
are well renowned on a national and international level.
The Verona area will be our base for the next three nights. While here, we will enjoy
breakfast and dinner daily.
This evening we will enjoy dinner in the hotel restaurant.
ATTEND A PROFESSIONAL MATCH
We will attend a professional soccer match featuring teams from the top leagues. Seeing the
top talent in the world in person would itself be an unforgettable experience, but add the
passionate crowds signing, cheering and chanting and you will enter an atmosphere that can
only be understood through personal experience. (Excel Programs will secure tickets for the
group after time of booking and upon release of the official schedule. Due to scheduling your
final itinerary may need to adjusted to accommodate attending a match.)
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DAY 7  Friday, 03 April 2020
This morning we will have breakfast at the hotel.
Today we will spend time in Verona and participate in our third international friendly.
WALKINGTOUR
Take a guided Walking Tour, highlighting the city’s most important landmarks and
monuments, including the Casa di Giulietta, where we will see the balcony rumored to be that
of Juliet, from Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. Also along our walk we will view the
picturesque Erbe and Lord’s Squares, the Tombs of the Scaligers, Castelvecchio, and
Scaligers Bridge.
FREE TIME
You will have some free time to explore the area.
This evening we will enjoy dinner in the hotel restaurant.
FRIENDLY MATCH
We will play a Friendly Match against a local club or academy team. The team will meet and
compete against athletes of similar ages and skill levels, and have the opportunity to make
friends for life. (The teams you will play will be selected after time of booking and will be
based on the specific skill level and requirements of your team. We have contacts at every
level and take great pride in finding the perfect fit for each friendly match.)

DAY 8  Saturday, 04 April 2020
This morning we will have breakfast at the hotel.
Today we will spend the day in Venice.
Venice is one of the few cities in the world that can truly be described as unique. It was
known as the gateway to the Orient, and during the Middle Ages became one of the most
powerful city-states in the Mediterranean. Built on a series of islands connected by bridges
and canals, Venice has survived all odds to become the intriguing and iconic city it is today.
PIAZZA SAN MARCO
Stroll through the Piazza San Marco which is the largest square in the city and has been the
location of important government buildings for centuries such as the Doge's Palace. The
centerpiece of the piazza is the elaborate St. Mark's Basilica which is a beautiful church that
mixes western and eastern architectural styles.
FREE AFTERNOON
With our vaporetto pass, we will be free to explore further other treasures of Venice.
This evening we will have dinner as a group in a local restaurant.

DAY 9  Sunday, 05 April 2020
This morning we will have breakfast at the hotel.
Our rewarding and enjoyable tour comes to an end as our Tour Director accompanies us to
the airport on our final day.
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What is Included:
Round trip airfare, including all airport taxes and fuel surcharges
Accommodation in three star hotels in twin and triple rooms with private facilities guaranteed throughout
Breakfast and dinner daily
WorldStrides Excel Sports Tour Director to accompany your group 24 hours a day from arrival to departure
Transportation by private coach for transfers and touring, as required based on your itinerary
Round trip transfer by boat into and out of St. Mark's Square
Excursions, cultural activities, stadium tours and admissions as per your itinerary
International Friendly Matches per your itinerary (Excel Sports is a FIFA approved match agent, holding the rights to arrange soccer matches 
between teams from different confederations and will provide full documentation of the sanctioned games)
Training Sessions and/or Professional Coaching Clinics per your itinerary
Two professional soccer tickets (subject to travel dates and match schedule)
Three free college credits for all high school students (earning credit is optional for each participant and post trip course work is required) 
Free Professional Development Points/Credits (35 points or equivalent) for any educators traveling with the group
Manchester United Raffle Fundraiser - all proceeds earned go directly to the cost of the tour
WorldStrides Excel Sports App - featuring itinerary, flight and hotel details, as well as instant messaging capabilities
Financial assistance program through the Future Leaders of American Government (FLAG) Foundation (for qualifying participants) 
Payment plans to meet the needs of all participants - EZPay and our Advantage Payment Plan (APP), where participants can make equal 
installment payments up to six months after the trip
USTOA Extensive Consumer Protection up to $1,000,000 in coverage for advance deposits through our USTOA membership
Basic health insurance while on tour (including medical treatment on tour up to $7,500) and $50,000 of coverage for emergency evacuation 
Industry leading Professional Liability Insurance of $50,000,000 in coverage
Exclusive 24-hour Doctors On-Call partnership with George Washington University Hospital

This Does Not Include:
Any items not mentioned above or in the detailed itinerary
Single rooms for adults - available at a supplement of $75 per night
Third daily meal or personal beverages with meals
Laundry services on tour
Visas (if required)
Tips for the Tour Director and driver
Any fees that might be imposed by the airlines at the airport for checked baggage, or any costs for the hire of, or transport of, equipment or gear
Travel insurance - We offer and always recommend our Trip Mate travel insurance policy to all participants. This comprehensive policy includes
health, property and cancellation coverage at a cost of $149 (unless your base program price is in excess of $5,000, in which case the cost of the
insurance will be $199)
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Tour Prices Guaranteed at Time of Enrollment!

24 - 27 Participants $3,765
20 - 23  Participants $3,929
16 - 19  Participants $4,179

Our Price Guarantee - Once you have enrolled to join the group, the prices shown for the relevant group size levels 
will not change, regardless of any subsequent rate fluctuations (for example, on visits to attractions, airline fuel/taxes or 
currency movements on overseas programs).
**Final tour price will be determined by the total number of participants registered at 60 days prior to departure.
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	TOTAL PER PERSON TOUR COST BASED ON NUMBER OF FULL-PAYING PARTICIPANTS



